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Detainees in Greece 
Greek population: 10.7 million people 
 
A demographic overview 
 

 

10,000 (nearly 1 detainee every 1,000 inhabitants) 
The overall number of detainees in Greece was 
around 10,000 (10,011) in 2018.  
Most of them were males (94%), 6% females. More 
than half (53%) were foreign citizens (mostly from 
countries outside the EU).  
One in three (33%) was a pre-trial detainee. Overall, 
664 prisoners were serving sentences of less than five 
years, while 933 were serving life sentences.  
Considering detainees in Greece during the year 2015, 
two thirds of them were in the 30-59 age group.  

  

    
 

Ratio of detainees to available places 122% 
Detainees per officer 2.5 

  

Average cost per detainee (Euro) in 2016 28.18 € per day 
Total no. of people placed on probation during 2018 15,706 

 

 

Sources: Hellenic Ministry of Justice, Transparency and Human Rights, General Secretariat for Criminal Policy; Hellenic 
Statistical Authority; Council of Europe Annual Penal Statistics 
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Detainees in Special Detention 
Juvenile Center of Avlona 
 
A demographic overview 

 

 

213 
The Special Detention Juvenile Center of Avlona is a special 
detention facility for young detainees aged 18 to 21. 
Exceptionally, older detainees remain (until the age of 25) and if 
there are reasons related to their education and vocational 
training.  
The overall number of detainees was over 200 (213) in early 2020. 
Most detainees (96.2%) are in the 18-25 age group. All of them are 
males (100%), more than half (56%) are foreign citizens.  
Nearly half (45%) have only achieved primary education.  
Nearly half of them (44%) are pre-trial detainees. 4 detainees are 
close to release (less than one year remaining). 
 

 
 

  

Ratio of detainees to available places 104% 
Detainees per officer 5.3 

Detainees per educator 8.5 
Detainees per administrative staff member 15.2 

Detainees per scientific staff member (social workers, 
psychologists) 53.3 

 

Sources: Greek Special Detention Juvenile Center of Avlona, Hellenic Republic Ministry of Citizen Protection 
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Detainees in the prison of Eleona, Thiva 
 
A demographic overview 

 

355 
The overall number of detainees in the Female Prison of 
Eleona, Thiva equalled 355 in early 2020.  
All of them are females. Most of them (86%) belong to the 
22-55 age group.  
Nearly three out of four detainees (72%) have Greek 
citizenship, more than one in four (28%) are foreign citizens.  
3% are pre-trial detainees, while 97% are sentenced 
detainees. In 2019, 3 detainees served the remaining part of 
their sentence in house confinement, 17 converted the 
original sentence into community service.  

  
  

Ratio of detainees to available places 89% 
Detainees per officer 3.2 

Detainee per educator 20.9 
Detainees per other professional (psychologists, social 

workers, sociologists, scientific staff members) 29.6 
Detainees per administrative staff member 44.4 

Feeding expenses per detainee (Euro) 3.5 € per day 
Sources: Greek Female Prison of Eleona, Thiva, Hellenic Republic Ministry of Citizen Protection 
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Detainees in the prison of Halkida 
 
A demographic overview 

 

 

200 
The overall number of detainees in the prison of Halkida is 
around 200.  
All of them are males.  
Nearly two thirds (65%) are domestic citizens, more than one 
in three are foreign citizens.  
Almost two out of three detainees are in the 26-55 age 
group.  
 

  

 
 

  

Ratio of detainees to available places 161% 
Detainees per officer 3.7 

Detainees per educator/trainer 200 

Detainees per administrative staff member 12.5 
 

 
Sources: Greek Prison of Halkida, Hellenic Republic Ministry of Citizen Protection 
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